,{l‘r"""? < ““_mw ‘%

coapslg

o
-
o

St

JERUSALEM OPERATIONS

i

L

Deorert Slounbs d (‘Z,.r,, |

TWRTEY T M -‘;r]!_a -ue‘q!:r- -ﬂ-ﬂ

HNor 16™ 1917 = Mar 26%1917

RIS

[ &% 5F - SR

nilala

L T

Document Reference: CAB 45/75 Date: 1917 (Page 3 of 17).



N il i

L
yfw' -‘( ¥
N —

e s

T - T ————

JERUSALSH OFPERATICONS

. e ‘e Y
e R L ] e

Desert Hounled Corps.

e Ty
R 1t A

. N ]

on the mot‘rll;‘lg of November 16th the Ansac Mounted Diviaion
moved on Jaffa, FPatrols of the Jlat L,H, Drigsde were "lrad
on from bhe Germsn eoloay of "l1lhelma at 7,45 a.m.; otherwlse
no raslstance wafnommtmrﬂd. The Telllngton Hounted Nifles,
riding through Yazuv, three nlles south-esat of Jaffa, nharsd
that town ®oon after 8,0 a.me "Jalffa Lthe Beautlful" was
intact, with about 8,000 inhabliants out of a normal popule-
Lion of 24,000s The troops were mecelved by the townspeople
with acc’llamation. The ‘feumr-.m'.y Founted Dlvision meanwhile
carrled ont 1t= orders to reconnotbtre Amwas, to teke it 1P
not strongly held, but to 2 vold bhecoming heavlily enceged.

The 22nd iounted Brigade encountered strong opposlition harve
and sithdrew to Ramls., The 2nd seess LIcht Horse Brigsde,
3t111 attached to the .-‘.1‘-t.ra"lan Eounted Division, was in
support of this movement, whlle tke 4th Brigade held 2s a 1ine
of choeryablon Tell et Turmus, Tell es “€f1, CQezaze,

JuE«e"s orders for the 17th need nok be glven in full,
a3 they were changed alterwards, The Intention was to secure
a defepsive line in front of the XXI Corps, while pushing for-
ward the _.» Corps and part of the Deserht Mounted Corps Lo
Bire, 9 milt:s north of Jurusalem., The XXI Corps was to take
over abu Shushe, Ramle and Lydda from the Desert Hounted
Corps; the latter, less one divlision and the Imperial Camel
Brigade, was to advance eastward, the right Tlank on the
road from Junction Stetion to Latron as far sa faryet el Inebh,
thenece north-east through BEiddu on Bire, while the left flank
followed the tracks from Lydda dlrectly on Bire, The third
Blvision (Anzac) was to hold the 1ine of the Nehr el Auja

meanwhile, On this date the Yeomanry Hounted Division occuplied

Annabes The Anzac Mounted Division, which had withdrawn

its advanced troops for the night from Jaffa, reoccupled t.ba
©2005 The National Archives, London.
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Lown at 0,40 and thé village of Sarona, another German colony
two miles to the northeeast, at 10430, Patrols then pushed
forward to the lshr el Auja, Thls river was found to he

35 feet wide, and from four to ten feet in depth. Three
crozstings were dlacovered: a bridge south of Fh. RS Hadra
gome three miles from the coast, s dam and mlll at Jeriseh,

south-weat of this, a% a forc‘i’z'f the river's mouth,
 Swmiest

Iovember 13th saw the bheginning of the Yeomanry Divislon's
advance on Blre, while the Australlan lounted Division had
orders to atltack Letron and Amwas. Thls sitack was to be
earried out after a praliminary bombardment of s hour and &
half, in which artillery of the 75th Division was to partlci-
pate., The 4th Brigade was to attack Lotron and Amwes, while
the 3rad csrried oul a turning movement on its left towards
Yalo., BEefore the attack, wh*ch lind been posbtponed from
2.0 peme to 4,50 to permit the completfon of preparations,
could be launched, s message vas recelved from the Desert
Hounted Corps cancelling It, The operstion was to he carried
out by the 75th Division next day. The forcing of the
pesses Lo the Judean highlands was, Indeed, not &n operation

Nt W el e fwh e bﬂﬁ- The f-l"‘.#
quiterl t.o mou_nt.éd t.r-oo s..‘.* e 2

‘?"‘""‘"114 houever,f?}t— ii‘] drive against Bfre had lwen teken
over by the infsntry [rom the Australlans, the Yeomanry lHounted
Division was to earry on Its advance on the former¥s left,

and was to Be very highly tried wlt}}I-u the next few days.

The Bth Brigade was ordrred to move on Beit Ur et Tahta, a

hill village ahout 7 miles north-east of imwas and ab~ut 8
west of Blre, the final objective., The 22nd Brignde was ordere {
ed to Shilta, while the 6th remained in divislonal reserve,
.Tha advenced gfuard of t.hef%n& Brigade, the 3rd County of

the country to a point wmithin two miles of Belt Ur et Tahtg,
The 22nd Brigade, moving t.o Shilta, was forced to send back

all wheeled transpo M the Leicester Battery to
©2005 The National Archives, London.




. W
War 1 1
L

--r"'-_’-
:'m-. ME) D

On the fronl of the Ansae Mounted Division patrols of
the lst L.Y, Brigade occupled the large Jewlsh colony of
rethh Tiava {A:-uhic’ fulebbla) six and & hall miles northe
enst of Julfa, where unlimited water and great stooks of hay
were founde The Tth Hounted Brigade was attached to the
Atvision from this date , It was found that the croaslings
of the Fahr el Auja were held Ln considersble strengths

(n Tovember 19th the Toonanry Mounted Division continued
its dalfficenlt advance, The “2nd lounted 7’?'1;5:-..1:-. wad ordered
to move sgainst Aln Artk, on the track to Rem Allah and Bive,
and the 8th Hounted Brlgsde on Beltunye, some three niles
somth-west of Blre and ten mlles northewest of Jermsalem,
These i2oops were thus ealled upon to pass through the
most diffieult and trackless arda of the Judesan hills, %
8%h Brigade ;
Boggaser passed through Belt Ur et Tahtgy but was soon afterwsrds
held up 1n the Wadl &s Sunt by a comparstlvely small number
of Turks esconced behind bonlders, in a position from which it
was found impossible to dislodge them, The 22nd Brigade moved
also very slowly, owlng to the length of time necessary to
erosn the preclpitous heights on e1lther slde of Lta line of

brigade

marchs The Jcolumn had to move in single file and waa nearly
stx miles Iongs Slight opposition from the enemy was encounters
ed; the conditions of the terrsln were the most serious cobstacley
The brignde eventually bivouacked Just west of 1ts objective,
the village of Aln Arik. Supply was a matter of grestest
difficulty, as rations could ss&s he brought by the train no
further forward than Annebe, about 12 miles as the crow flies
west of Aln Arik, and had to be fetched thence by the unlts
with first 1line transport and pack. Somé unlts got no suprlles
on this date and those mogre fortunate recelved them very late,

On the 20th the attempt was resumed. The Gth Brigade,
which had blvouscked the previous night s?‘Eeit. Ur et Tahta,

was now ordered to move on Beitunye, by & route slightly south
of that taken by the 8th Brigade, through Beit Ur el Foqﬁ
e el Frga and Beit U 6t Tokta am vopubodly He Uppor tnd Saver Getheh '

i




4,

with the Hongkong & Singnapore P-:onntlin' Battery attached, The
advance was net at first contested, but at 11,50 the Doreset
!eomamvy in the van camé upon the enemy in strength on a

high, steep ridge two miles south-west of Beltunye, The Bdrks

Yeomsnry, moving up on their left, succeeded in oceupying

for*
the high ground Khe e@r Reg, btut no furthér progress could

HE MAGE s ebeibai] Dallie—ia—POTTet T CE Ivod O rs—to—faii—tmrek

BE 3 3 The
Berks remained all night on thelr ridge faclng the enemy in
torrents of rain, their horses in a ravine behind. kKeaaWhile
the 22nd Brigade had struggled into Aln Arik, the head of the
colnmn reaching the village at 20 pem. &nd the tall not £111
11.C peme Two squadrons Stafford Yeomsnry, mshing on towards
Ram Allah, established themselves for the nlght on the
high ground (EL Huntsr) north of Beltunye,
The other two divisions of the Corps had meanwhlle
had a guiet period, The Anzacs had settled dovm to the holdling
of a 1ine south of the Nahr el Auja, through Nalin, bBudrus,
running
Yehudliye, thence/ sewswe=wwa north of Sarons te the sea, This
position was held by the occupation of tseticel polnts some BIC
yerds apart, each with & fire trench snd support, The Imperial
Cemel Erigade waiegzogﬁ%thgi int..o 1ine on the 19th. On the
gade,
20th the 54th DiLvﬁTﬂ'Picame under the orders of the Desert
Mounted Corps and took over the eastern portion of the
front, The lire of the Auja was strongly held by the enemy,
as was proved by various probilngs of his 1ine by the mounted
troops. The Australian Division was ordered on the 20th to
withdraw to the area of Hammame and iiajdal to rest, handing
over 1ts transport to the Yeomanry lMounted Divislon. Its
S5th Lounted Brigade remained ‘on the right of the T5th Division
and under the orders of the XXI Corps. In this brigade the
Gloucester Yeomanry was e:changed with the 10th A,L.H., partly

©2005 The National Archives, London.
(Page 7 of 17).
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because the latter reglment wes fresher and had suffered
less in previous i hting than the Gloucesters, and pertly,
it appears, to allow the Aushrallsns to participate 4in the
fight for J‘cmsa]_am.ﬂ"
(n NWovamber 21st the attack on Beltunye wes contirmed
by the éth lounted Brigade, the 22nd helng ordered to advance
on Ram 4llah, west of Bire, while the 8th was kept In reserve,
The Perkshlre Yeomanry attempted to sdvence eastward from the
position it hed galned over night, whille the Dorsetshl e at-
tecked Beitunye frum the souths. The Ducka, et first In sup=-
port, were ordered to capture & ridge due west of Esltunye.
To reach thls a stiff climb was necessary, -nd on geltling to
the top the Turks were found very flvmly inatalled on the erest
Bmhind & breastwork, with a rock redoubt as a sccond 1line of
defence, On the right the Doraets made little progress, in
face of hesvy fire, The Turks were surported by at least
four batteries of fileld artillery agalnst the single mountain
bettery sttached Lo the Yeomsnry Division. Thelr observation
was good and theéy infllieted heavy casualtles not only on Lhe
troops working dismoonted tnut on thelr horsés in rear., The
8th Brigade moved up the City of London Yeomenry snd Jrd County
of London Yeomenry, but without being sble to glve sufficlent
strength and impetus Lo make the attnol successful,.
Heanwhile the 22nd Mounted Brigade had sent forvard the
Eest Riding Yeomanry in the directlon of Ranfulah. The
extr-me exhaustlon of the men, suffering severely from
exposure and short ratlons, was as important a factor as the
resistance of the enemy, and but a short advence was made,
At 12,47 pem. the Iincoln Yeomanry was ordered to move south-
wards on Beitunye to assist the advance of the 6th Brigade,
Here sgaln, though the determination of the troops ﬂrmgbt
them to within 800 yards of the enemy's position, the objJectlve

©2005 The National Archives, London.
(Page 8 of 17).
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Aulundlas On the coast the ‘nzac NMounted Division wade to
selze a bridgehead soross the MNshr el Anja, to glve the enemy

the Iimpression that the adeance wag to hé contirmed in that

.

Ww-‘lkh' dlreotlons The Yeomanzy Nownled Divislon ves smmhs Lo Acvianmed
ilr.....-ﬂ*'dn:'- gtrete agatnat Beltunye and watceh the left Plank of the 52nd

Jstd vt Aot Divinions The thiwe brigades advsneed dlamownted, (n the
g The right the Sth Frigede occupled the high ground east end

bpaes o D north-cast of Belt Dugau, Find’ g toueh with Lthe infentry of

s d
| denleg the 52nd Divialen; lta 1aft, at Sels It Tire, bhelng within

"‘ htvwe

e 2RO ﬂf't:» helf a mile of the reavrest rost of the 6th Brigede, which
{lbi'-" b 62 E

" I""’ﬂ held Zeltun with PIfty rifles and EL1D 2200, known to the
Ak &

L‘l ) sheut troops as "Jonauil Hi11l", a nlle soubli-east of Foge, On Its

.,.,... fhe Q
“ = left sgain the 28nd Ez-':.-_:;r.aein-‘rwnct‘—.cl direct of Beltunye, Ihe

“-‘ whe ) kb
e Mb Cofe troops were withdrawn Lo the netgibourhood of Foqa st night,

4
M tadd ‘Q t?n‘ﬂlﬁ" the smell post st Zealtun was left oul, *71th thia .—".ﬂ;r‘.q

eheele Tl b-r 2 *
- Iilfmf-a.} Pighting the Battle of 'abl Samwell 1s concluded,
R 4
G‘Ww 4™ The plens for the insac Yonntad Diviston's deponstratlon
AT-;;D‘;’ seross the Nahr el iAuja had to he very swiftly made, Desert
i

krunted Corpa' orders to establish e brldgehead snd selize
Sheilh Buannis, a village half a mlle noxth of the river

and & mile and a half from the shore, and the hillock of
hirhet Hadrah t.r_' east of 1t, were received al 12,15 a.n.

on November 24th; the orders, approved by the Degert Hounted
Corps, were igsued at 10.0 a.me, &nd the advance tock place at
1,0 peme The division had been glven a call upon heavy
artlillery attached to the 54th Divislon, but, as 1t was

found &mes thils could no% be brought up in Lime, 1t was

*T‘he ofTictal Bettles Nomenclsture Committee's Report dates
: the Pattle of Nabi Ssmweil 17th - 24th November, concluding
1t at the latter date premably hecanse the Brlitlsh attempts
to advance then ceased for n fortnight, The next batile or
actlon in the Report 1s the Capture of Jerusalem, 7th - 9th ~
December, In the interval the Turks had carried oub an
. importent counter offensive, for vhich it appears desirsble
to find a name e=for the purpose of this Eistory, at least,
even thnugh t.he anr& of ba*t.].e honoura 1a haaed on the Repox-t.

(Page 11 of 17).
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decided to atitack without 1ts support. The dlvislon had

therefore only two horse artillery batterles, as the 1st 1

L.H, Brigade, with 1its attuched Inverpass Dattery had bheéh
' = o the gods BED | 1™ D | 8 m bl
withdrawn from the 1ine to rest, The Inverness Batlery wan,

howavey, ordered to mareh up from Sdud to Jaffa by the follow=-

ing afterncon, in csse there should be neaed of 1t,

The mein operation was to he carriad out by the W,7.F.F.
Eripace, which was to be rcllaved on the banks of the Aujs
oypoaslte Jerisheh by two baltallons of the 161st Brigsde,
$4th Division, at the dlsposal of the ’nzac Divlalon., The
New Zealanders were to cross the ford at the river's mouth,
turn east,msd clear the right bank for two miles, and attack .
Sheikh iannls from the west, On the right the 2nd L.F,

Brigade, less the &th Regiment (attsched to the 54th Dividsion
at, Lydda) was to make a denonstration from imlebbis, it the

last moment 1t was declded that the battallons of the 16lst

Prigade, the 4th and &th Fssex, were also to cross at the
mi11 at Jerisheh, and these baltallons only recetved orders |
to co=-operate while thelr relief of the New Zenlenders was
taicing places 4 squadron of the Auckland Mounted Rifles was
Lo demonstrate on the right sgalnat another» ford, 4] miles in“ari
The 1lttle operetion was carried out withent a “hiteh,
completely surprising the Turks. The Canterbury 'ounted R1fles
ecrossed the ford at the gallop, the Turlish post defending 1t
tektng to f1ight. Fushing out a squadron to secure the high
ground to the north, the regiment whe@led right-handed., Sheikh

Juannis was captured at 1.55 pem., and at 3,30, the T"ellington

Mounted Rifles, which had followed the other regilment across
the ford, took Kh, Hadrah and the bridge on the road to Arsuf
just south of it, with the support of the Sth L.A.N. Battery,
A company of the 4th Essex crossed at Jeriseh and moved into
Shelxh Muamnis. At night the line was strongly organlsed
with two companies of the 4th Essex at Hadmrzzfgm 6th Esse

at Numnnis, covered by the N,Z.l,R, Brigade, The C.R.E.

was instructed to take in hand the construction of k bridges
©2005 The National Archives, London. -
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decided to attaclk wlthout 1ts supports The dlvizlon had

therafore only two horse emrtillery batterdes, as the lst

Lefle Erlgadey, with i*La;"lm‘hrrI 3‘:.:‘\'3 Ek;ﬂl'::tbw'}“ﬂd Im' [
withdrawn from the llne to rest, The Inverness Batlery waa,
however, ovdsred to mareh up from Sdud te Jaffa by the followe
Ing afternoon, In csse there should be nead of 1t,

The mein operation was to be carriad eubt hy the W,.7.F.R.
Prigacde, which was to he relleved on the banka of the duje
oypoaslte Jerisheh by two baltallons of the 161st Brigsde,
$4th Division, at the disposal of the Anzac Divlizion, The
New Zeolanders were to cross the ford at the river's mouth,
turn east,wad clear the right bank Tor two miles, and attack .
Sheikh fuannis from the west. On the right the 2nd L.¥,

Brigade, less the &th Regiment (attsched to the 54th Dividsion
at Lydda) was to make a demonstration from imlebbia, =t the

last moment 1t was declded that the hattallons of the 161st

Prigade, the 4th and &th Fssex, were also to cross at the

mill at Jerisheh, end these baltalions only recelved orders
to co-operate while thelr relief of the New Zealanders was
telking place, A squadron of the Auckland Hounted R1fles was
to demonstrste on the right sgalnat another» ford, 4! miles in"ai
The 1lttle operstion was carrled out withcut a niteh,
completely surprising the Turks. The Canterbury llounted Rifles
erossed the ford at the gallop, the Turkish post defending 1t
tektng to f1ight. Fushing out a squadron to secure the high
ground to the north, the regiment whe@led right-handed., Shelkh

Juannis was captured at 1.55 pem., and at 3,30, the T"ellington

Mounted Rifles, which had followed the other regilment across
the ford, took Kh, Hadrah and the bridge on the road to Arsuf
just south of it, with the support of the Sth L.A.N. Battery,
A company of the 4th Essex crossed at Jeriseh and moved into

Sheikh luannise. At night the line was strongly orgsnised
' ek

d e
with two companies of the 4th Essex at Hadrah andi 6th Esse

at Numnnis, covered by the N,Z.l,R, Brigade, The C.R.E.

was instructed to take in hand the construction of & bridgog
©2005 The National Archives, London.
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at. Jerigeh to take wheels and to improve the crosolng at Hadrah,
The eaptures In the actlon included 29 prisoners of the
31st Regiment, o rwbhine gun, & Lewls gun, and gome rifles,
while the ®ritish had no casualties,

The Turks qulickly gave proof that they diad not intend
to permit bhils bold movement north of the Nahr el ‘ujs, At 4,15
am on November 25Lh the 'coverding dquadron of the Auelland
Reglment pe® north of ¥h, FHadreh percelved the enemy concentrat-
ing in an orchard shriheeast of thet point, snd a few mirmtes
later the Turks began thelr advence, The led horses were
gant back to the infaniry poslition at Eh. Hadlrsh, upon vhich
the squudren also fell back at 5430 a.ne The eneny now began
+0 shell X¥h' Fadrah heavily. The ‘.T'M’abr Hounted Rifles

were ordered bo mike a demonstration against the right of the

enemy atiacking E:, Hadreh from the ford at the mouth of the
Wahr ¢1 Aujs, but before this could take effect it was found
necessary to abandon the positlion., The .two companieés of the 4th
Eggex fell back first, at 8,15 a.m., across the bridge, their
erossing covered by the A.M.R., which then crossed also. This
wags a difflcult movement, under heavy fire. In some cases
the wounded were swum across by good swlmmers on either hand,
The enemy occupled Khe Tadrsh but dld nol appear on the hill
In strength, belng harrled by the fire of the 33 COLXX Erlgade
R.,JF.4, and the Someraet Battery.

At €430 a.m, about 2,000 Turks advenced rapidly from the
direction.of El Jelll end attacked the village of Shelkh luamnls
with great energy. Here also a withdrawal was necessary to

avold annihilation. The compenies of the Gth Essex were first

withdrawn about 10. a.m., crossing by the pontoon brlidge at
Jerisheh and by boats. Then the mounted troops withdrew by

the ford at the mouth of the Auja, except for a 2&m rearguard
of ke~ two troops C,H.R., which, having sent back thelr herses
to the ford with the rest, themselves finslly crossed by boais

with about forty of thegiRLantiye.. MRe.furka.gre in Mannts
(Page 13 of 17).
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by 10.30, bul abtjempts on thelr part to advance on the ford
at the mouth of the Aujs were checked by the fire of the New
Zealanders. At 1.0 pem, 8 strong attack against the ford was
reported to be developing, but it came to nothing.

The 2nd L.H. Brigade meanwhile on tihe right had not heen
attacked., The infantry now took over the line of the river
gea, The
other two battalilons' of the 161st Brigede, the Sth and 7th

Essex, had arrived at Sarona at 2.0 pems They relleved the

4th snd 6th, which withkdrew Intc brilgsde reserve, The ¥,Z,1'.H,

L
+* Rishon
Mounted Bripade was ordared by Desert Vounted Corps Lo Hea

ile

Ziyone, the lst L,%, Brigade back at Sdud was ordered o be
prepared to mareh at shortest notlce the following morning,
and a 60=-ponder section of the CRUIIX Heavy Battery was
ordered to Jaffa, Theése preparations would heve suffliced

to make any attempt to cross the Auja, even by the four to
five thoussnd Turks who had been engeged in this dsy's acticn,
unavelling. The enemy, ‘&o“r:ver, was appsrently satisfled

with the measure of success he had attained and d1d not try

seriously to extend 1lt, " The casualtles $n the H.Z.F.R. Prigade
for the day were 543 those of the 16lst Prigade 12g, which
included some men drowned in the iuja. The enemy conslsted
once more of the battered 3rd Division, which may have bheen
received some reinforcements by this time, with possibly

detachments of the 7th Division. _
During the ni ) s were heerd digging in in

places close to the river bank, but on the afternoon of November

26th a petrol of the 16lst Brigade crossed the pontoon bridge

\/ at Jerisheh and met only a few snipers. Shelkh Huannis was

B g,

apperently deserted, Crders were issued to strengthen the

1ine, The 7th Mounted Brigade was regulred to move on the

mowwow to join the Yeomsnry lounted Division, but its place

©2005 The National Archives, Lond_on.
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