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FROM_WaSHINGION TO FOKuIGN OFFICE q/ﬁc/’
. Lord Inverchapel D. 2.535 p.um. 5rd August, 1 6)?
No, 4953 -

o R. 9.10 p.m.. 3rd August, 1946
Srd august, 1946 : v o
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DMMEDTATE - .
N Your telegrams 7568 and 7569. Q.G by v

I fear that statement in the House on General
Barker's order falls short of what we need enough
to meet strong criticisn hezc.

2. washington Post editorial, for examfle, says

that Mr. Morrison's disavowal of the "actual terms™

of the non-fraternisation order will not repair the

damage that has been done to British administration.

It shows Colonial-militarist golicy at its worst and

smacked of a Goering model. Blame for the outraﬁe

at the King David Hotel is put on the whole of the
ople of Palestine, if not the entire Jewish race.

The whole farrago with its sicers and its intimidation,

was written in bile and malice and was the vork of a

weak rather than a strong man. Yet the British

Government still. stands by this theory of mass

responsibility and the high Commissioner is not

rebuked for upholding it. The measures taken will

on1¥ create more terrcrists and alienatc the Jews

¢f the world who gave unstintingly of their services

in the war to the Allied cause. "P.i." takes

much the same line saying that London's war ageinst

the Palestine Jews has thus entered the interesting

stage where the British assume their customary tone

vf lcfty morality and pose of injured innocence. The

cutrage is to be greatly condemned but to gut the

blame for the violence of a group of embittered youn

men on the whole Jewish community is to misunderstan

the Palestine situation. The ideas represented «

bg the General Barkers' and their feudal friends should

themselves be treated with "contempt and lcathing”.

Similar oginions are expressed elsewvhere and in

considerable correspondence with this bmbassy.

5. lmplicit in much of this comment, which in some
instances links General Barker's remarks to Mr. Bevin's
words about Jews not being wanted in New York, is the
idea that the British Government is really anti-semitic.
This point is not covered in lir. Morrison's statement
and 1 would urge strongly that an early opporfunity
be taken to remind the world that His Majesty's Govern-
ment are traditionally the friend of the Jewlsh geogle,
that the British contribution to their welfare at home,

in Paltstine sowen
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in Palestine and abroad has been unwatched, that

the British people have been first in the fight

against enti-semitism and that His Majesty's Government
are most anxious to see the Jews take thelr place
hapgily in a Palestinian State. While it is true

tha resgonsibilitg for outrages is not sonfined to the
terrorist organisations, I think it should be made
olear that we have not forgotton the great services

of the Jews during the war and that we dg realise that
the great nagority throughout the world do not approve
of these tactics,

4, A statement on these lines would be a
great help here.

0,T.P.
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM }

E 7324/4/31 ‘
(CYPHIR] DEPARTMENTAL 10, 2.

PRO:. POREIGN OFFIC. TQ " .SHI: GTON
0, 7569, D, 4.55 a.m. 2nd sugust, 1946,

P oi_d PO 7%
1st august, 1946.

vVVvYy

J| iy immedisiely preceding telegran.
Followins; is text of statement.

The House w%ill expect me to say & word sbout the letter
#hich, accordinﬁ to neispeper reports, Ceneral Zsrker, the
militery commander in Palesting, sent to his officers forbidding
British soldiers from relationsﬁips of a social character with
Jews, and stating that any sssociation in the way of duty
should be as brief as possible, and kept to the business at
hand. First, let me say that though the Government are
satigfiedtha% the instructions given by the Commsnder ware
justified in the present disturbed state of the country, ot

he same time, meking 211 alowances for the provocation to
vhich our Forces are exposed, and recognising that the letter
yes written shortly after the outrage at the Kin% David
Hotel, the Govern.cnt feel that they must dissociate themselves
from the ectucl terms in which the letter is couched. The
Chief of the Impericl General Staff is dealing with this aspect
of the natter, end I &m sure that it can be safely left in
Field Karshal Lontgoucry's ver¥ competent hands. But the Eouse
¥ill, of course, bear in mind the difficult and delicete

natnre of the operations on which our Forces in Palestine are
at present engaied, and I am confident, too, that the House

will wish me to say that we fully appreciste how heavy is_ the
strain undsr which both the .ray and the civilian officiels
have been cerrying out their duties, and to express our admiration
for the magnificent wey in vhich they have discherged them.

7 AUGI945
—n Lt f
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\‘ *AVENDED DISTRIBUTION® 3ist July 1946

-

[This tele%ram is of particular secrecy and Should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on.]

(CYPHER]
*#*CABINET DISTRIBUTION*

FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Lord Inverchapel D. 8.45.p.m.30th July 1946
No: 4848
30th July 1946 R. 3.0. a.m.31st July 194¢€

Repeated to Jerusalem
XXX

TMPORTANT

On July 28th the "New York Times" carried
alleged textual report of order stated to have been made
to the military units in Palestine by General Barker
about ﬁon-fraternisation with the Jews. The order is
said to have contained the remark that this would "punish
the Jews in the way the race dislikes as much as any, by
striking at their pockets snd showing our contempt of them",
United States press today reports superior authority is
investigating the means by which terms of the order became
public. '

2. This alleged order is provoking an outburst
in Zionist and Left Wing quarters comparable to last
year's furore about General Morgan. Please inform me
whether reported statement is accurate and whether official
investigation is in fact being carried out. I should
also welcome ﬁrgent guidance for publicity use here.

OTP. ©2005 The National Archives, London.
(Page 20 of 141).
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With the compliments
of the Under-Secretary of State

w for Foreign A ffairs

Reference :—

Copies also sent to :—

W.0.

Foreign Office,
Oup.| 1046

88 [82100—8]
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[CYPHER ] DZP ARTMENTAL No, 2% O’o
FROM _Y4SHINGTON TO FORSIGN OFFICE ?/O

2 g

Lord gnverchapel 3. 8. 45 p.m. 30th July, 19Lg.
No: A i, 3. 00 a,m, 31st July, 1946,
Wy 106, '

Repeated to Jerusalem,
11111

LuiPORTANT

On July 26th the "Few York Times" carried alleged
textual report of order stated to have been made to the
military units in Palestine by General Barker sbout
non-freternisation with the Jews, The order is said to
have contained the remark that this would "punish the
Jews in the way the race dislikes as much as any, by
striking at their pockets and showing our contempt of
then", United States press today reports superior
authority is investigating the means by which terms of
the order became public,

2., This alleged order is provoking an outburst
in Zionist and Left Ving quarters cowparable to last
year's furore sbout General .organ. Please inform me
whether reported statement is accurate and whether
official investigation is in fact being carried out., I
should also welcome urgent guidance for publicity use

here,

0.T.P.
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Letter from THE SECRI'RY OF 3TATE POR /iR reealled thoat
Genercl Barker he had undert.lken to make inguiries about the newspuper
report that o« lebter had been sent by the Genceral
Officer Comcnain,, ia Puloustine to off'icers forbidding
British soldiers from socicl intcercourse with Jews.
It had nct heen vossivle to zet ionto touch with
Genercl Burker himself, who wis 2t present directing
the search for tercorists which the Cabinct had
auviorised, but he undorestood tiunt the letter h:d been
sent out on his owa initioctive Gnd had been given o
‘ restricted security maorking, In his vicew, the ciu
of the letter had becn fully justified, but he
discpproved of sone of she wxpressions used in it.

-
-
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T/iZ STCRET .RY OF ST.TE »02 THZ COLONIZS
scid thet, thouzh he cgreed thoet the terms of the
letter vere uniortunctoe, he must stress the fict
that the 3ritish Forces in Polestine hed behoved
with cdmirable iamporticlity cnd grect forbearcnce in
circumstances thet worc wost trying.

In discussion, there wias general cgreement
thot, whilc the purposc of thu iastructions hod becen
unexcepivioncovle, some oi the cxpressions used in them
were oncn o scrious criticism. There wes cvidence
of considcr bLle Tecelin omong Heabors of Parlicment
on this actter znd it would undoubtedly be reised
auring the Pal:sstine Debrtes In these circumstances,
the best course sppurred to be for the Lord President
to deal with it in his opcoing speecch on ‘Wednesdoye

THE CHIEF OF 7HE IMPERIAL GEMFER.L ST IF
scid thot the British Forccs in Polestine were
conducting very diificvlt ond deliccte operotions
end thet it wes well cst blished thet coy inforuution
which reochud ¢ Jew wis 1i.ble to be conveyed to the
terrorist orginisctions. In these circumstonees, the
order ziven by Generul purker seemed TO bo
right. I% wus impossible in London fully to
upprecicte the ctiuosphere of Prlestine cnd it should
be rcclised thot it wos citremcly difficult for the
armed ¥orees to void bucoming partiscns. He hed
hingeld, however, 1ludd areat caphasis on the
foet that our lorces should reacin strictly neutrel
as between Jowr tnd rab ond he would toke up with the
General Officcr Coananding the guoestion of the terus
in whies his leStir had beon dr. fied. Wwhile he sov
no objection to the Lord President's stoting in the
Deobote thet tne Governmcnt waust disoassocizte theasclves
fron the teris of the letter, he heped thot it would
be aazde clear thit Genczral Boarker had the supvort of
the Governmente

THE LORD PRESIDENT szid thet it wos most
important to —void doins warthing whieh would wecken
the position of +the militar;s :-thorities in Palestinc,
Nevertheless, ho felt thoat it would be necesscry to
indiccte thut the Governacnt, while wcking ¢ll
‘llovences for tue circuastcoces in which the letter
hod becen written end while cpproving the intention
of thc instructions, felt thot they wust discocicte
thems.1lves from its terms. ile would, % the aame
tine, state thot the Chiel of the Inperial General
Staff wos devling with this aspect of the mztter znd
say that it could be sufely left in his handce

The Cubinet -

(2) Agreed thut the Lord President should
malze o stutercnt on the lines which
he pronosed in the course of his opening
speceeh 10 the Palestine Debatce.
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FURTHER ACTION.
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Secretary of State.
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TEXT OF A LETTER ISSUED BY LIEUTE. Al'T GE.ERAL SIR EVELY.. BARKER
GRADED "RESTRICTED"™, TO ALL FORIATIOL'S Ii. PALESTIVE VITH A COPY
TO THE PALESTI.E PCLICE

1. The Jewish populetion of Felestine cannot be absolved from
responsibility for the long series of outroges culminating on
lionday with the bloving up of a large part of the Covernment
Offices in the King David Hotel causing grievous loss of life.
Without the support, active or passive, of the general Jewish
public, terrorist gangs vho actually carry out these criminal scts
would soon be unearthed and in this measure all Jews in this
country are accomplices and bear a share of the guilt,

2, I am determined that they shall suffer punishment and be made
avare of the contempt and loathing with which we regard their
conduct.s We must not allou ourselves to be decelved by the
hypoeritical sympathy shown by their leaders and representative
bodies or by their protest that they are in no way responsible

for these acts as they are unable to control the terrorists. I
repeat that, if the Jewish public really wished to stop these
crimes they could do so by active cooperation with use.

S Consequently, I have decided that, with effect from the
receipt of this letter you will put out of bounds to all ranks
all Jevish places of entertainment, cafes, restaurants, shops,
and private dvellings. 10 British soldier is to have any social
intercourse with any Jews, and any intercourse in the way of duty
should be es brief as possible end kept strictly to the business

in hand.

Le T appreciate that these orders will inflict e _measure of
hardship upon the troops but I am confident that if my reasons
are fully explained to them they vill understand their
propriety and that they will be punishing the ngs in the way
the race dislikes as mush as any, namecly by strikipg ot their
pockets and showing our contcmpt for thcnme

A o —-—-/’5‘7 A
e 7:::5/1:7.4,...., 7. (|
°'F--f--' L dulipeed-. |

L"g"-. fzﬂou-j

T L saa
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INWARD TELEGRAM
2

En Clair

FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A, Cunningham)

70 8, OF S, , COLONIES,

D, 18t August,- 1946,
R, 1st " " 14,25 hra,

e ————— e

MOST IMMEDIATE
No. 1264

Addressed to S, of S.
Repeated to Wasshington, No, 89.

You will be interested in the following
communigue issued at noon today about the operations in Tel

Aviv,

A totel number of 664 suspects in Tel Aviv were
detained by 10 a.m. this morning, These include a number of
persons believed to be identical with dangerous terroriets
wanted by the police for their complicity in acts of murder
end sebotage, Others are believed to be less important
gaboteurs and political gangsters,

In addition to the seizures mentioned in yesterday's
communique, a quantity of mortars, mortar shells, ,303
emmunition and locally-manufactured magazines for Luger
pistols wes found in a concealed chamber in the basement of a

school in Lilienblum Street,

In the vicinity of Allenby Road, a taxi was found
with bullet holes in it and containing documents in Hebrew.
Theese documents are now under examination,

During the two hours which the curfew was lifted
yesterday in order to sllow the inhabitants of 7Tel Aviv to
obtain food, a crowd of hostile Jews rushed s barrier held
by e section of Airborne Troops. One round was fired at the
demonstrators, wounding a Jew in the iege Crowd withdrew,
Curfew will be 1ifted between 5 p,m, and 7,30 Pems today.
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INWARD TELEGRAM

3
COPY FCR REGIST <
R RE
\F Cyphex (0.T.P.) GIST RATION
FROM PALASTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningheam)
TQ S. OF S.. COLONIES. &S
N 9
Do 30%th July, 1S46. 5
R. 30%h " 12,05 hre,
NUET JMEEDIATE MR

So. 1246 Seerct. 7.,/ ,/

| Your telegram No. 1348

General Barker's lelter wae
esrentially a security instruction addvesssi,
%o 2 liimited number of 3enfoyxy Hilitary
Ofi{icors. J had net seen it bhefore issue.
Al though 7 hzve ns oblection to temporery
placing ouf of bounde of Jewigh instituiions,
I have o sdmit taat I £ind the longuage of
the messzags unforiunate. I feel that wy
aammcuncenent this morning should do something
to allay misappralicusion of Governmens
pﬂlic,‘f w
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

Cypher (0.7.2.)

10 _PALESTINE {Cen, Sir A, Sumninghem)
PROM_S. OF 8,, GOLONIES,
Sent 29th July, 194€. 19,45 hre,

EGST INMNEDIATE
Fo. 13438

Secretary of State for War is agking
G2n, Barker for repcrt regarding letitsyr to
offlcers which appears in press here as
having been issmed by him on Pridas- forvidding
British acldiers 4o have any 8oz2isl interemwse
wiin Jews ané expressing strong 7iews us %o
responsibllity of Jewish cornnlty for
outraeges and their suppert sstdve or passive
ot terroriat gwoups,

Grateful for any cmamenig you way
have by first taing tomorrow, Tuesday morning,
at leztast,

©2005 The National Archives, London.
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Mr. Trafford Smith, -17 A — ﬁ £ \ 5-’110
4. J.M. Martin, 27 = e | "
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” WM. s s h.u". ¢

Parly. U.8. of 8.

. e e W =y Secretary of State.

(34

DRAFT. C Pil...;.f ThLm rll[ R RN
tUlJ- Poj
Secretary of State for Var
Ai‘--, b rep P

- '—-.-‘-— p——
MOST m{ﬁ}nxﬂf:.a. : S e el e T, { "
"C“"‘*t‘-““-’ % m ,Efzts_ihidﬁ-:p
officers een issue

HIGHCOMA, {y%‘ﬁr day by-Seneral -Bapker forbidding
JERUSALEL, Britisn soldiers to have any social

intercourse with Jews and expressing

R o

. 1
/ sl ekl 5 ] Jens " strong views 9?% be
Correases wmily ﬁv’ adepted towards—dews im future.
‘“:F 1‘ : g o o Grateful for any comments
( el / you may have by first thing tomorrow,
FURTHER ACTION. CAaad il
V) B Tuesday morning, at latest.
N——7 Sl
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