THE MIPRQLE EgSr.

OUR OBLIGATIONS UNDER
THE MANDATE. 1

LORD ISLINGTON’S PLEA.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

8ir,—As you have indicated in recent articles,
tho situatign in the Middle East is becoming

let
can contempl
lpomibility‘h{hnt Great —
sssume in that country. prepent
of ocoupation in effeet entails & vast
of British territorial .'
well to recall the ori
took us to Mesopotamia in the very
of the war. That object was strictly |
No one had more in view than to prese
long-established commercial interests
Persian Gulf, and to protect the cilfields
Bakhtiari country. A chain of reverses
succesges to British and Indian arms in Meso-
pot. has lted in the civil .and military

gravo and urgent, A multitude of probl in

Europe and at home absorbs the ion of .:.

the public. Problems of the Middle East are,
thorefore, not given that scrutiny which is de-
ded by their import to British interest

Europe is gtill a storm centre, pregoant with [§

grave issues. With equal truth it may be said

that the Middls East is becoming another storm |8
centre, from which serious dangers may arise §§

for Britain.

My object in asking you to allow me space in
your columns is to call the attention of the
public to certain aspects of this Mid-Eastern
situation. I heartily support your contention

that his Majesty's Government should, without §
delay, state their policy as to the future of those |8

countries which have recently been entrusted
to British direction. Nearly two years haye
elapsed sinco the end of hostilities. 1t can, there-

fore, no longer be regarded as premature for |§

Parliament and the public to be given informa-
tion upon at least the broad outlines of the
policy that Great Britain is to pursue.

the League of Nations, Great Britain should be

given a mandatory power over certain wide areas |5
of territory in the Middle East. The form of |1
administration to be established under a0
mandatory system involves many important :

eunsiderations, and for that reason it is highly
desirable that his Majesty's Government should

submit their proposals to Parliament before they [

are referred to the Supreme Councjl.

Experience has shown that decisions recently
made by the Supreme Council mgsrdinF Euro-
pean countries have become practically irre-
voeablae before ission to Parli

of these decisions, some of them most important
to the peace of Europe, are on such lines as to
create in the public mind a sense of apprehension, |
if not alarm, as to the results that may ensue. If |8
a similar course of proceduro is to be followed

for Eastern countries, the result may be a further

gerics of decisions so matured by the Supreme

Council that, when ultimately they are sub-

mitted to Parliament, it will again be difficult, if ||

not impossible, to modify them. L -

The mandatory system is a new creation in
the ficld of administration. This fact cannot
be too strongly emphasized. No -country in the
world has ever practised so many varying forms
and degrees of administrative control as are to
bo found in the British Empire. A new form
of administration is now to be added, and it
is one which stands on entirely different origins
from any that now exists, The mandatory s{x-
tem, if faithfully carried out as conceived by
its authors, introduces into wide forefgn areas
an alien system of guid as far as poasibl
free from interference with their national sys-
tem of government. The method in which the
mandatory system is to be applied is being
awaited by the world in a ecritical spirit, not
devoid of suspicion. Any system that suggests
analogy with our Protectorates or Crown

10N O viesopotamia; re
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It has |

been decided by the Supreme Couneil that, in |f
accordance with the article of the Covenant of

t. Many 4

| stration for

erence to Armie

pation of a territory stretching in thi

north beyond Mosul, l.n? in the north-east to
Indgﬁm::ﬂ!l.mits in ‘Kurdistan,
pation reflects the highest credit on British and
Indian military achievement in the Great War,
As a military measure to eflect the con
the Turk, it waa correct and inevitable, Little,
however, is known by the British public of what
is being done in Mesopotamia since the close of
hostilities. It is scarcely realized that a large
military garrison—often in small and isolated
units—is distributed over this vast country ;
that the Government of Indis has lent a
of its Civil servants to conduet the sdministra-
tion ; and—a point of greatest importance—that
this method of administration is extremely ex-
pensive and falls in the main on the shoulders
of the British taxpayer.

On three pvun;d:' modification of the present
¥ q early feration

tr“u! Cmithemgu\iedth trsiormofndmmn—' i
stration consistent wi 7
eyl g rw‘l o conception of a
. (2) Is it a system of Government which is
likely to be pol;lnnnently acceptable to the Arab

1 ia !

¥ n p
(3) Can the British Ex¢hequer afford to meet,

the annual expenditure entailed by this sys- |

tem !
It is by these three tesfs th
any future sch will be d — Emf.:r:f
gard to the first and second points, on May 22
a brief paragraph in your issue informed the
public that in separate places in M
tamia small actions with Arabs took place, en-
tailing casualties of British and Indian troops ;
such skirmishes have been of frequent occurrence.
One is forced to inquire whether repeated inei-
dents like these offer a hopeful prospect of
P tablishi th Aot v

¥ ng the system.

On the third point arises the question, Can we
afford to continue this lavish expenditure, drawn
from the British taxpayer's pocket, on countries
like Mesopotamia and Palestine ! The
tn;:riiof the latter forms a close nm
of Mesopotamia ; it is the t-of & military
opesatidn designed originally'to protact our posi-
tion in Egypt. Constantinople might be ecited
as a further inst of exp we are i i
through military occupation. We are confronted
to-day with a national annual expenditure far
in excess of the nation’s capacity to bear. This
is manifest to everyone, and unless drastic re-
duetions can be effected without delay, our posi-
tion will b gravely emb ing.

I venture to say it is not suffieient mersly
to ate our attention on the reduction of
Departments and therr departmental staffs,
unless at the same time we deal boldly and pre-
cisely with the causes which necessitate this
expansion of the Civil Service.. Examination
will show that one of the most formidable causes
for expenditure is the cost incurred in men and
materials W‘K:nvida miljtar? and Civil admini-

new territories controlled by us
under our p t application of the latory

or U extor nhe covenanto

upatio
Mesopotamia and Palestine
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On the third point arises the question,
afford to continue this lavish “q mmm
from the British taxpayer's pocket, on countries
like Mesopotamia. and Palestine ! The
tion of the latter forms a close with that
-of &

its authors, introduces into wide foreign areas || unless at the same time we deal boldly and pre-
: : : ibl cisely with the which itate this
an alien system of guidance, as far as possible | expansion of the Ghil Bervice, Eeaaisation

ec from interference with their national sys- || . I
tt.,t.-m of government. The method in which the 144 will show that one of the most formidable causes
roandatary system is to be applied is being { for expenditure is the cost incurred in men and
awaited by the world in a eritical spirit, not materials to provide military and Civil admini-
devoid of suspicion. Any system that suggests | stration for the new tarrilories controlled by us
analogy with our Protectorates or Crown under our p 1
Colonies will raise strong -opposition. In the &
circumstances, nothing can be of more vital im- ||
portance than that proper constitutional proce-
dure should be followed in regard to all these
countrics, and it is, therefore, not only desir-
able, but necessary that after the formulat
of a scheme, his Majesty's Government should ||
give Parliament an opportunity to examine and
criticize that scheme before it is referred for
formal confideration’ to the International |F
Tribunal of the Supreme Couneil.

Tl Supreme Council is still making decisions
whicli would normally be referred to the League
of Nations, were it effectively established. So
long as this continues, it is of first-rate import- (i
ance that Parliament should play its natural
part in the formulation of any scheme'in_which (¥
we are iuvolvid. On these grounds, I urge
most strongly that questions arising out of our
Mid-Eastern mandates should be brought before |88l the United States have co far refused to parti-

3 ) ) cipate. I make no complaint of this; I mersly
4 state the fect because it is one that should be
reckoned with  in lating datory
schemes. In the meantime, Great Britain is
assuming her full share of the responsibility that
would have been hers had the League been fully
constituted.

It is always dangerous to focus our eyes out-
;'va.rdn bgfom fully examining our position at

ome and assessing our capacity to pay. It may
prove disastrous when those home resources are
at breaking point, as they are to-day in our war
exhaustion and in face of unjrmdnnted de-
mands for ial, industrial, and
social reconstruction.

1::("' this reason I earnestly appeal to his
Majesty's Government to submit their policy to
the country ‘through the proper channel of
Parlinment so that the country may know the
extent of the commitments involved and may
thus be able to judge of thc capacity of the
nation to megt those commitments. [t is only
by this means that a right perspective ean be
reached over so vast a field, with ramifications so
numerous,

It is, after all, the nation that stands or falla
by whatever is done now and eventuates here-
after. It is, therefore, the nation that should
now eesumo its proper position and take its
share in the responsibilities in regard to pol%
and those ensuing results which for good or
will affect the future welfare of every man,
woman, and child in these islands. :

) Yours obediently, 3
20, pum_,q@g,gpﬁjhe-l\}%{rb%&hi
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system. I ask again, Can we afford, at the pre-
eent financial juncture and In the face of exist-

ng home demands, to continue to spend millions
on these distant territories ! What is the good
of our complaining at the Budget, with its in-
tolerable and paralysing effects on_home recon-
struction and enterprise, while all the time we
| allow a policy to be pursued which entails an
| enormous outpouring, to new territories, of
wealth sorely needed at home ?

The mandatory system is the supposed off-
pring of the League of Nations, but the latter,
has not even reached the stage of adolescence.
There appears to be little prospect for some time
to come of its reaching the maturity that would
fit it to undertake the responsibilities coneeived|
for it by its authors. The only hope of effectu-
ally establiching the Leaguo of Nations is the|
active participation of the United States. But




| | MESOPOTAMIAN MANDATE

| friend moy rest assured that we shall

. |of Nations .

|we have to wait a year

‘ |able to stand alone? If this is onr ulti-|
" | start with

i | bodies of Indian troops

Nto live nghtq th
e join

OUR PROBLEM IN
|~ THE EAST.

STILL UNSETTLED.

By the Hon. W, ORMSBY-GORE, M.P.

The Prime Minister, 1n answer to a
question on Junoe 3, stated that ** No an-
nouncement of policy in regard to Meso-
potamia can be made until the terms
ot the mandate are settlad and approved
by the League of Nations, but thy hon.

abide by the provisions of Article XXII.
of the covenant of the League of Nations
|{under which Mesopotamia must be recog-
nised a8 an independent nation, subject
to the rendering of administrative advice
and assistance by the mandatory until
such time as she ia able to stand alone." | |

The first part of this reply is as un- &
satisfactory as the latter i satisfactory. |’ =
If we are to wait until the mandate has|
been drafted h{l the Supreme Council and
||approved by the Council of the League|®.
ore wa make known to the
Arabs and other peoples of the Near East
[|how Article XXII. will be interpreted in
|| concrete form we may have to wait many
more months at a time when decision and
action are already long overdue.

MESOPOTAMIA.

| The Treaty of Versailles is nearly a|
|| vear old, and the mandates for Tangan-
ika Territory, the Cameroons, and 0=
|land have not vet been agreed on by
|the Allies or submitted to the Counci
|[of the League .for their approval, 8hall|
: a yes fore the pre-|, |
sent military régime in Mesopotamia is|
replaced by the Government of Mesopo- ||
tamia as an independent mation, subject
to the rendering of administrative advice
and assistance until such time as she is

policy, why should we not make a
it at once?
fp!icatilm of Article XXII. of the|

to Mesopotamia must, it would |
appear to me, involve the establishment
ot a Mesopotamian National Government
—i.e., an_Arab Government under an|
Arab chici. Further, if our sole object| -
m_providing this Government with b
ministrative advice and assistance is to|
enable Mesopotamia to stand alome, we
must rasise and train locally reeruited | =
forces for the purpose of defending the)
frontiers and maigtaining internal order.

The sooner this is dons the better, for
then we can withdraw the rruent. large|
and expensive garrisons of Indian and
British troops. It is not too much to|
say that the continued residence of large |,
in an Arab|}
is seriously imperilling the good
f Mesopotamia ||
ture advisers and assis-

mate

The a
covenan

Wil of th |
will of the ulation of
towards thairpofs

tants.
ARABIAN CLAIMS.

One forther point. TRecent develop-
ments in Syria and Cilicia make it im-
perative that if we are really goinf to
adopt a policy consistent with Article
XIEI. of the covenant in Mes mia
we should do it without reservation and
without further delay, for then, at any
rate, we could show to the Arabs of
Damascus and Aleppo that we are going
o spirit as well as the
lettor of t Anglo-French declara-
tion of October 1918. This declaration
mounted to a recognition of the claim
of the Arabs to emancipation and
national independence. F

National consciousness is something ||
which has long _been familiar to e,

Ib is wmpnﬂivol: new in Asia, gut
though new it is none the less real. We
have to reckon with it in Burmas, India, | &
Mes in, Byria, Anatolis,
t. We can either go with the
stream, helping and xuidiq.ﬁﬁ: the best [
of our ability with goodwill and emtbu-

try vainly to stop the
stream.

In the latter case the waters will pile
{up from everywhere and we shall run
grave tisk of being borne away on i




| been postponed for a week. We do not regret
the delay, for the questions did not go nearly
far enough. We shall have to probe much more CoLoNer WiLsoN, so much uncontrolled power
deeply befors we learn the whole truth about that he has attempted to * Indianize” Meso-
the Government’s mysterious, costly, and ques- potamia, apparently without much regard to his
tionable policy in the Middle East. Lorp superiors. CoLoNEL WiLsON, who seems to com-
Isuvoron intended to ask what form of eivil bine inexhaustible energy with a dangerous ten-
administration will be set up in Mesopotamia ; Ji| dency to disregard the broader aspects of Im-
the number of officers now engaged in civil ad- peri;lpoﬁoy.huwuduthongh(imtm
ministration, and the number of troops stationed | Prop to take per t possession of Meso-
there ; the cost to the British taxpayer of our pdAmitmdtahnpitundudimotBﬁﬁ.hmlo.
presant oocupation of the country ; and under [ The frequent outbreaks in these areas are to
which Department of the Government the jj some extent a consequence of his excessive
country “is now being and will be admini- mtivities. Had we left the people of both
“ stared.” We doubt whether any questions will [if Southern and Northern Kurdistan to manage
M elicit all the information required, because the J§f their own affairs, we should probably have had |
Government's statements upon Mesopotamia || none of the expensive punitive” expeditions
| havo long been vitiated by evasions, conceal- i of the last twelve months. 1t does not gladden
[l ments, and half-truths ; but, in any case, LoD [l qur hearts to learn that, after the deplorable
| IsLixaTox’s questions should be framed upon a B assassinations of British officers and armoured-
| wider basis. The Government's policy in Meso- | car crews at Tel Adar, a number of Arabs have
potamis, and the m‘cmey‘theym freely spending || peen killed by way of retalistion. It we
there, cannot be dissociated from the question [l pad kept our pledges of November, 1918, re-
of Persia because policy and expenditure in both Bl jewed in the Turkish Peace Treaty, these re-
countries are inextricably interwoven. The {| prettable affrays might never have ocourred.
Em““?" 3 ds in M pota ;"““"'}'Astot.heoilquuﬁnu,watruwuhnﬂwmt
mands,” too, in North-West Persia. There is f8 (.1 give some explanation in regard to the
also GENERAL Mavrreson, who * ds " at [ aihe P of GENERAL BIR
Meshed, in North-Esstern Persis, and whose . Eou Gowmsin}(m;umia. 1t ia understood
foros has long cost large suma for & purposs ' that St Jomx COWANS is the Tepresentative, at
|| which we fail to compréhend. Again, Loxn iy very large salery, of certain oil interests. On
|| Tsuvorox must be sufficiently familiar with B piy retirement Irum.the Army he had every right
Oriental methods to know tBat in these countries to follow what tion he 3l d: but, at
the number of troops is only one element in{ | .. when the War Office was still rn.upcmsiblo
Hm qua:tlon. Has bo !Prgof_:ten the “fol for the control of Mesopotamia, we should have
lowsrn™t  Ho Shoulf‘i inquire how many prelerred to have seen oil interests represented
g;eoili:i t:::t 3:1 the " zefon “atrmgt.h."” .I" ‘lin that region by another man than by the
ero are 200,000 “ followers ™ in g8 o, 0 oviched officer who, so recently ss last

Mesopotamia alone ; and we believe it will be B B
found that, counting * followers,” the British'} y’:;' e Qmmth A . Co °.L OI;VH
taxpayer is paying for nearly 400,000 people in :h ; ;::m rted tln:. inﬂ:ii o unft'y = a:
these two countries. It must further be pointed [ . f::l Sie Jomy Co wl::: did not
out that inquiries about Mesopotamis which [{#% N N Mearotands “1a A ool
{ omit any reference to oil are almost futile. The Lnumy “mtlgl;. :2::0 b;?l l:ll 1 mg:

1| Government ought frankly to say how far the 4 mentdsf 2 l“l f::l' pu .;y tha:m 2
War Office has been dabbling in the question of [ {4 = o g pru;al +Hieen i
il concessions, and should state quite clearly Govurnmetnoto:??pflﬁn fn & ‘a:: thar 'n!.ul:m‘s
interests behind the back of Parliament, : ;“’h::z‘; mm&;g’“ﬁ:ﬁ W
ﬁ;} . 138 " Only yesterday it was stated in various news-
f . : paper_af.huxsﬂriﬁ.lhﬂrmmlbontbomquin
a great carpet factory at Tabriz, in Persia, and
™ that “ the Foreign Office has promised constant:
0] « State protection.” Such a statement is in-
i credible. The small detachment of British
W troops recently stationed in Tabriz was known
h to be in a position of considerabl danger, and
| there is no place in the Middle East where we |
are less sble to afford “ constant State protec-
“tion” than the capital of Persian Azerbaijan.
We trust that Ministers will state frankly what
promises they have made. We trust also that
the Government will lose no time in framing
and in announcing—preferably in agreement
with France—a sound and intelligible policy in

pegard to the Middle East. .




TWO ADJOURNMENTS.

Those concerned with British interests ||
in the East, who were looking forward |
|| for once in a way to important discussions
this week in Parliament, have had once

able to make his promised statement on |
the sit in Mesopot
and Mr. Moxracu has found reasons

| on the Punjah riots. The time is overdue

| for the ventilation of both these subjects.
In the absence of Parliamentary explana-
tion, the question of our status in Meso-
potamia has begn brought to the front by
the Shammar Arabs, who have captured
and sacked the town of Tel Afar, only 40

|| ment offices and killing the Government

officials. The Political Officer in charge
|| and three of those under him are reported
to have fallen in this affair, while two
|| armoured cars attempting to retrieve the
| situstion fell into the hands of the Arabs.
This is no isolated outbreak of disorder.
The life, in fact, of & Political Officer who

Mosul is as precarious as that of a Cork
constable. In six months we have lost
gix of these valuable officers, exclusive of
the Tel Afar casualties. As soon as an
officer is appointed to the post he is

or assassing. His death involves an
avenging expedition, which probably finds
~Jan empty village, sees no one, and loses
some men as it returns. A recurrence of
these incidents involves a heavy drain in
money to add to the charge that the inte-
resting country is already imposing on us.
| The public will expect Lord Curzox to say
how the Government proposes to deal with
the situation. The Kurdish frontier ques-
tion promises to be a more formidable
dificulty than the Indian frontier ques-
tion, for one thing because of the
. geographical conditions, for another be-

| cause the charge of guarding a frontier is
| very different thing for & population of
13815 millions and for one of two and a half
millions. It may be argued that the juice,
or rather the oil, of Mesopotamia will be
worth the trouble and cost of cracking the
rind. The operation can be performed if

more to pit up with a postponement |
of their expectations. Other engagements [}
have prevented Lord Cumzon from being [

and Persia, |

|| which might have been guessed if he had |
not avowed them for deferring the debate [

miles from Mosul, burning the Govern- |

| | guarding of Mesopotamia. Finally, if the ¢

is sent to ndminister the tract north of |

marked down by the tribal sharpshooters |

be suspected of being carried om by &]

Ministry of Circumlocution. If it iy de- |

cided to form a separate Administration, |

which will sssuredly come to pass sooner or |
{ later, it will be necessary to ssiert somsé
| sort of title for the Government. People
may pay their taxes in the first instance
by foree of , but ons t go on
indefinitely taking this for granted. Bup-
posing a Sheikh insists on the absolute pro-
perty of his land and denies the right of
| the Government to assess him for land
| revenue; will it be a satisfactory answer
to say that the demand is made in virtue
of & mandate couferred by s benevolent
body called the Supreme Council or the
\| League of Nations? But before all these
| questions may perhaps come the primary ¥
| one of why we are in Mesopotamia at all
" and why we should remain there. The
| nsnal snswer is that it is very necessary |§
i to protect Persia. If it is asked what we
are doing in Persia the reply comes that
our position there is important for the i

|| inquirer asks why we should trouble about
| either country we are told that the basis
| of the palicy is the safe keeping of India,
.| which, from another point of view, we seem [JS
" | anxious to part with altogether. There is i85
| cartainly room for an authoritative state-
| ment which would supply a coherent b
answer to all these perplexities. ;
The further postponement of the
Amritsar discussion for yet another
| fortnight is only of a piece with Mr,
Monracu’s habitual aversion to publicity.
It does not to the B of
" |Sras for INpIa that the matter must come
|before the public at the end. As in the
‘|case of the Rowrarr Report, he is re-
| |solved to put off the evil day as long as
r".pnmible. The pretext that the case of
' |General Dyez is before the Army Council,
_ Iwho might be prejudiced in their con-
|sideration of it by what was said in &
| |Parliamentary debate, cpnnot be taken
| \seriously. Mr. MoxnTaGu’s other reasom,
»p.hat some of the Labour members may be
-[[”umy from Westminster next week, is
. |doubtless much more genuine. We are [ o5
“lonly surprised that he should have had §
Ii.l:le candour to put his motive into words; |
‘lfor the avowal shows that the SecrETARY
{|of StaTE relies upon the presence of his
|{bludgeon men to support him, and has
sbandoned all pretence of the impartiality
| which should bs imposed upon him by his |

T

o

wo are prepared to get behind the Kurds;
.|in other words, to make our frontier the
Black Sea coast once for all. That, at any

| official position. Doubtless, also, the delay B
of a fortnight will give time for the arrival i
of more of those messages from Committees
and Associstions in India saying that the

| rate, would be an intelligible policy; and
if Lord Curzos will only announce it the
public will give it a fair consideration on
the advice of the experts.

As things are, the trouble is that we seem
to have no policy of any sort. We were
once said to have scquired India in a fit
] of absence of mind, and we seem to have
drifted over Mesopotamia on currents of
eross-purposes.  The original expedition
went to protect the Persian oilfields and
the Basra delta. Then General TowNsuEsD
was ordered to advance on Baghdad to re-
trieve the prestige lost at Gallipoli. Next
it was necessary to efface the effects of the
fall_nf_Kut _Bachdad cained. we we
obliged to go on to secure the flank of
Persia ; and, finally, it is judged to be all-
important to retain Mosul, at the risk of
rousing the suspicions of the French as
well as the hostility of the Kurds, because
of the richness of the oilflelds. Oil is once
more the magnet that draws us on. It may
be that the prospect justifies the proceed-
in;:?- but the British public, which only
has the certainty of having to foot the
bill, may claim to know how the chance
stands. Equally as to the administration
of Mesopotamia: is it to be dhder the
Fareign Office, o 00,

£ A “

phbne ~vioce ‘emnndos “%ne ~wszwnjnsy
punishment of the impugned officers
according to the best traditiona of British
justice. Such promptings are easily

factured! hould be regarded
with precisaly the same respect as the
letters which officious people send to Judge
and jurors over a case in the Law Courts.
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MESOPOTAMIA.

OUR COMMITMENTS
UNDER THE MANDATE.

A TOO GREAT’ATTEMPT.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES,
8ir,—~Dy constantly drawing attention to our
adventure in Mesopotamia, and to our finan-
cial commitments in that dreary land, you are i

undoubtedly performing a service to thy British political officer with no previous 1
admi and, as you wm “I

a

taxpayer, and it is to be hoped that in me he

will be sufficiently educated on the subject to aﬁ;’t“mi.l leading ma dated Sept 23,
l‘ea_li:'.e that it is from his poekell.s the money is tamis is an administrator o t;ip.llm
being taken to pay for an army in order to pro- first Lord Cromer. M"h' & man is, }

A L]

tect a country against itself, for that is really gly diffieult to p i thaea ) S

| what it means. deed, 50 great have been our losses ’31:
In September last I contributed to your E"-_“_‘" only thr casualties, but because
columns a series of articles on the economic de- [l 'l""."'!g generation has been taken away from

I of Mesopotamia, and they evoked con- (i i3 legitimate studies for & period of five years,
siderable comment and some criticism ; but in that for the every-day work of administration

b for b in its various departments the standard has had
the light of a good deal of additional informa- | 1M1 .
t}oln 1 believe my oo]nelusiona were sound, ﬁg ;::"; :ﬁ';:'lng relaxed both at home and in all
| if I re-wrote the articles to-day my views woi
| remain unchanged. It is certain that we are S mmk' on'Eg‘ﬁ m“d out that the
:: l.'r:::la;:ac sense, '?’t: quote Mr. Chulc!l.iiil?.“a.l:a _. ﬁniiulth!l in ind IE"L and in manners, and if
there are no signs of our being able greatly to obtainin zhc:%:? &ypt what hgr have we of

f .
l‘educen:;e Army :il'l? depend upon aeroplanes, : Tt is, I submit, of itt?em Hgr 1
armoured cars, and tanks, ] : this

T Kave voad with i Lord Islington’s Ma stlsnweomderwh'inweuttoumm
letter published in your issue of May 29, also

| or why we remain there, because it is obvious
¥ that we cannot now evacuate the country, or
even retire to the port of Basra and surround-
in%nt:n-itury.

r

your various leading articles on the subject, and
I venture to bring forward a few points for dis-
cussion.

. greatest expense is in the maintenance of

Lord Islington observes that the mandatory the Army, and that could ly be reduced

ystem, if 4 out, int an if we abandoned the idea of bringing the whole
alien guidance, as far as possible free from in- of M g Ty Iy under rigid

terference with the national method of trol, with a E litical or distriot mm'

o'
ment, and that any system suggesting an analogy
with our Protectorates or Crown Colonies woul
raise strong opposition. He goes on to say that}
nothing can of more vital i:r:pomhm‘ghm

in every village. That, indeed, is administering
the country on the lines of British India,
whereas we should some such system of
control as is used in great Indian native
States, There we have a political resident in
each State, who ises & g | control but
does not interfere in detail. Under those con-
ditions it should be sufficient to have European
| officers and garrisons at the very few towns of
importance, and we should, of course, have to
ard and maintain the lines of communication
¥ river and rail, but the remainder of M
tamia would, at all events for the present, be left
to work out its own salvation degrees and
by its own people. In that case there would be
no such inai.creuh as the murder of British
officers at Tel-Afar and consequent tive ex-
peditions ; the tribes would confine their energies
to killing each other as they have done for hun-
dreda:lswm fust, and thﬁwould'b_n better
g and quieter if left alone. e administration
measures, health service, education, agriculturs, under the mandate would lose a certain amount
and the maintenance of law and order. We are, of revenue but would gain by a reduction in
also told that a Port Trust has been created at military expenditure, whilst by degrees and
Basra and chambers of commerce formed at all in time civilization as we know it would
Basra and Baghdad. Now it would be interest- throughout the country.
| ing to ascertain what possible resemblance this We should also, even in
sl new and, from our point of view, admirable directly under our ad
programme bears to the old national of and refrain from foreing
gover t, or non-g t, and the ques- councils, improvement trusts, d
tion aﬂo]:n wi;heﬂanr W]l! afe nntbs:iag too fast w!u:ir _ulppp_ly, and all the o:lhl;r
and teachis & e to run before can of civilization, more especi
o, e oy themselves are unable to pay the
Eastern l::fkfuf“ a ‘m!dl: detest efficiency and lastly, we should R

-y y g Tumal‘u:k, et t inll mpnlﬂ:lu
when we were beating the and inciden works are essential but it m bo
ally paying for everything bought in- the B8 /00 tiat whilst one mgineerm‘ i
country at rates far in excess of/ any prices nothing short of absolute perfection whatever
"} before heard of, I doubt if he wishes to be civi- the cost, others are content to cut their coat

|| lized in & hurry, and certainly he resents ex- Bl ocoording to their oloth, and many estimates for

1 ] I, » the B essential works which appear in the Bnlm
new gystem is not likely to be permanently | with & lump sum allotment, and are passed w
acceptable to the Arab ¥, OF req | out t by the head of the administration,
an army of occupation for many yeara until | could be terially duced by isingl
the people have me civilized and accepted 1
our form of administration, is the British tax-

r to bear the cost ! A great many
will think that charity begins at home,
of us who have seen the peaceful Arab
the battlefront, digging up our graves and throw-
!n;inu.rdeadlboutlor sake of looting their
uniforms and boota would E:um the British
tax s money spent in this country. available, and the Furopean troops in R

L the details of administration, Lord (n climate in some respects worse than B
Iulmfh:n that the G t of India are’ still living in the
has lent a staff of its Civil servants,

and bI.manlham‘"lmuwldﬂnh,

¥ fe .in s -
Sir, observe that Colonel Wilson, the head of have been repeatedly condemned as being
the Civil Mmiu.htnﬁo: hb;: given so i it o g to

mwhunmtml]edpm-r'ﬂut
ndianize M I am open to cor
understand

that proper constit p
followed in countries where the mandatory
system is to be set up, and he asks, firstly,f
hether the p t form of admini ion in
Mesopotamia can be regarded as consistent wi
the conception of a mandate ; secondly, if it i
a system of government which is likely to b
manently acceptable to the Arab communi
n Mesopotamia ; and, lastly, whether the Britis
Exchequer can find funds to meet the annuall
ex; ture entailed.
| n your issue of May 3 you gave a brieff
survey of the progress made in providing af
framework of civil administration, comprising/ ¢
the establist ol icipalitiea and setting S
up of tribal ils et 1 with the expansion @&
of railways, standardization of weigl and

| economy. -

M would interest me to see the
ple J uﬁrl::t?-“ for the 'banﬂlmM at ke b ool
those | w ully admitting our troops must b
behind | ;ye!! housed in such a climate, there ia a dividing]

to I

rection, but I have b“l!'
that thore iva ) Civil 8 ita o
members of other Indian servie s

e
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of Commons to-day, and they will require ah
unusual amount of explanation, Whatever may.
| be said about them, we hope a tribute will be
- paid to the skill of 8ir CHARuEs Hamnis, the
Accounting Officer, who is' steadily improving
S the method of presentatidn of these Estimates,
il and is gradually making them more intelligible
to the layman. A welcome change is ‘that most
.| of the expenditure on fhe forces in occupied terri-
| tories is now grouped for purp of expl
i# | tion in one place. We can thus begin to form
5 some idea, for example, of what the British
1| taxpayer is being called upon to spend in Mem-
potamia. Yet the Estiriates do not show. the
full cost of the troops at p in Mesopotami
or Persia, and there are various items about
which the ardent desire of Siz CuarLEs Harnis'
to conceal nothing has apparently been chocked
& | for political The true ber of British
.| and Indian troops in Mesopotamia and Persia
to-day is somewhere about 90,000, excluding the
Air Force, and not the 70,503 shown in the Esti-
mates. The total military expenditure under
all heads must therefore be not the £21,605,000
stated, but a considerably larger sum,. Mg,
CrurcHiLy, has substantially increased the net
strength of the ison of Mesop tia in the (8
last two mionths. Why has he done s0 ! No
| specific provision is made anywhere for the 9,000
men under GENERAL MALLESOX now stationed at AUA
Meshed, in North-West Persia ; nor for their |5
numerous camels, their motor transport, and
the costly details of their paraphernalia. On
another point the House of Commons should
demand information, if the rules permit:;: What
is the Air Force in Mesopotamia costing, and
what is its strength ! No clué can be found in
the Air Estimates, and it seems to us that in a ||
| debate which is likely to raise on broad lines the |©
whole question of the cost of Mesopotamia, some ||
explicit details under this head should be fur- | 55
| nished. Nothing, again, is provided for ex- |&
| penditure on the civil administration, and this
item, which is assuredly very heavy, does not
figure in any of the Budget Estimates. Then
there is no provision for the various little puni-
4 /| tive expeditions in which the Mesopotamian
jArmy of Occupation is frequently engaged. In
. various other respects the Mesopotamian and
|| Persian portion of the Estimates can be riddled
| through and through, and we must again express
the belief that at the present moment the
Government are spending the taxpayers® money
in these two countries at the rate of £50,000,000
ennually. A full account of théir. prospective
policy in the Middle East should be furnished at
onece.
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