THE MIPRQLE EgSr.

OUR OBLIGATIONS UNDER
THE MANDATE. 1

LORD ISLINGTON’S PLEA.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

8ir,—As you have indicated in recent articles,
tho situatign in the Middle East is becoming

let
can contempl
lpomibility‘h{hnt Great —
sssume in that country. prepent
of ocoupation in effeet entails & vast
of British territorial .'
well to recall the ori
took us to Mesopotamia in the very
of the war. That object was strictly |
No one had more in view than to prese
long-established commercial interests
Persian Gulf, and to protect the cilfields
Bakhtiari country. A chain of reverses
succesges to British and Indian arms in Meso-
pot. has lted in the civil .and military

gravo and urgent, A multitude of probl in

Europe and at home absorbs the ion of .:.

the public. Problems of the Middle East are,
thorefore, not given that scrutiny which is de-
ded by their import to British interest

Europe is gtill a storm centre, pregoant with [§

grave issues. With equal truth it may be said

that the Middls East is becoming another storm |8
centre, from which serious dangers may arise §§

for Britain.

My object in asking you to allow me space in
your columns is to call the attention of the
public to certain aspects of this Mid-Eastern
situation. I heartily support your contention

that his Majesty's Government should, without §
delay, state their policy as to the future of those |8

countries which have recently been entrusted
to British direction. Nearly two years haye
elapsed sinco the end of hostilities. 1t can, there-

fore, no longer be regarded as premature for |§

Parliament and the public to be given informa-
tion upon at least the broad outlines of the
policy that Great Britain is to pursue.

the League of Nations, Great Britain should be

given a mandatory power over certain wide areas |5
of territory in the Middle East. The form of |1
administration to be established under a0
mandatory system involves many important :

eunsiderations, and for that reason it is highly
desirable that his Majesty's Government should

submit their proposals to Parliament before they [

are referred to the Supreme Councjl.

Experience has shown that decisions recently
made by the Supreme Council mgsrdinF Euro-
pean countries have become practically irre-
voeablae before ission to Parli

of these decisions, some of them most important
to the peace of Europe, are on such lines as to
create in the public mind a sense of apprehension, |
if not alarm, as to the results that may ensue. If |8
a similar course of proceduro is to be followed

for Eastern countries, the result may be a further

gerics of decisions so matured by the Supreme

Council that, when ultimately they are sub-

mitted to Parliament, it will again be difficult, if ||

not impossible, to modify them. L -

The mandatory system is a new creation in
the ficld of administration. This fact cannot
be too strongly emphasized. No -country in the
world has ever practised so many varying forms
and degrees of administrative control as are to
bo found in the British Empire. A new form
of administration is now to be added, and it
is one which stands on entirely different origins
from any that now exists, The mandatory s{x-
tem, if faithfully carried out as conceived by
its authors, introduces into wide forefgn areas
an alien system of guid as far as poasibl
free from interference with their national sys-
tem of government. The method in which the
mandatory system is to be applied is being
awaited by the world in a ecritical spirit, not
devoid of suspicion. Any system that suggests
analogy with our Protectorates or Crown
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been decided by the Supreme Couneil that, in |f
accordance with the article of the Covenant of

t. Many 4

| stration for

erence to Armie

pation of a territory stretching in thi

north beyond Mosul, l.n? in the north-east to
Indgﬁm::ﬂ!l.mits in ‘Kurdistan,
pation reflects the highest credit on British and
Indian military achievement in the Great War,
As a military measure to eflect the con
the Turk, it waa correct and inevitable, Little,
however, is known by the British public of what
is being done in Mesopotamia since the close of
hostilities. It is scarcely realized that a large
military garrison—often in small and isolated
units—is distributed over this vast country ;
that the Government of Indis has lent a
of its Civil servants to conduet the sdministra-
tion ; and—a point of greatest importance—that
this method of administration is extremely ex-
pensive and falls in the main on the shoulders
of the British taxpayer.

On three pvun;d:' modification of the present
¥ q early feration

tr“u! Cmithemgu\iedth trsiormofndmmn—' i
stration consistent wi 7
eyl g rw‘l o conception of a
. (2) Is it a system of Government which is
likely to be pol;lnnnently acceptable to the Arab

1 ia !

¥ n p
(3) Can the British Ex¢hequer afford to meet,

the annual expenditure entailed by this sys- |

tem !
It is by these three tesfs th
any future sch will be d — Emf.:r:f
gard to the first and second points, on May 22
a brief paragraph in your issue informed the
public that in separate places in M
tamia small actions with Arabs took place, en-
tailing casualties of British and Indian troops ;
such skirmishes have been of frequent occurrence.
One is forced to inquire whether repeated inei-
dents like these offer a hopeful prospect of
P tablishi th Aot v

¥ ng the system.

On the third point arises the question, Can we
afford to continue this lavish expenditure, drawn
from the British taxpayer's pocket, on countries
like Mesopotamia and Palestine ! The
tn;:riiof the latter forms a close nm
of Mesopotamia ; it is the t-of & military
opesatidn designed originally'to protact our posi-
tion in Egypt. Constantinople might be ecited
as a further inst of exp we are i i
through military occupation. We are confronted
to-day with a national annual expenditure far
in excess of the nation’s capacity to bear. This
is manifest to everyone, and unless drastic re-
duetions can be effected without delay, our posi-
tion will b gravely emb ing.

I venture to say it is not suffieient mersly
to ate our attention on the reduction of
Departments and therr departmental staffs,
unless at the same time we deal boldly and pre-
cisely with the causes which necessitate this
expansion of the Civil Service.. Examination
will show that one of the most formidable causes
for expenditure is the cost incurred in men and
materials W‘K:nvida miljtar? and Civil admini-

new territories controlled by us
under our p t application of the latory

or U extor nhe covenanto
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